COLLEGE PARK SCHOOL MUSIC DEVELOPMNENT PLAN

OVERVIEW – Setting goals

Introduction
Creative Arts and music are vital part of the school’s broad and balanced curriculum offer. Music is used in everyday classroom practice to aid emotional regulation, transitioning of the students between different areas of the school and to signpost and distinguish specific parts of the day. Every class receives a time-tabled weekly music lesson ensuring structured and sustained music provision across the school, that supports the musical development of each child. 

Cultural partners
Apart from class music lessons, the school greatly benefits from collaboration with a number of external ensembles and organisations. These partnerships provide musical workshops and performances, deliver 1:1 music therapy sessions for carefully selected students, and offer opportunities such as a Makaton choir and musical sharing and performance within the school and the wider local community. College Park works as an equitable partner in these arrangements and is now co‑producing work with a number of these partners.

Student voice
Students are active participants in the learning process, encouraged to engage and express themselves musically whenever possible. Music teaching at the school draws from a range of documents to support this including EQUALS Music Curriculum as well as National Curriculum, ensuring appropriate and meaningful delivery for every educational need and ability. 

SEN specific methodology
This is achieved by drawing on elements of Music Therapy approaches, anti‑ableist pedagogy, neurodiverse‑affirming practice, and curriculum‑based teaching. The pedagogy that supports this is informed by the musical expertise of our professionally trained and experienced staff, who are instrumental in both developing and delivering a highly personalised provision.  

A sustainable and ambitious music curriculum
The high standard of musical provision that the school prides itself on also presents the challenge of sustaining such a rich and broad offer in a constantly changing environment. As the school expands across all four of its sites in the borough of Westminster, a clear plan will need to be developed to ensure that the quality of delivery and the approach to musical learning remain consistent across all new sites.
To maintain consistency in the music curriculum, the following plan is in place:
· Termly collaboration between music teachers 
· sharing approaches to themes/units within subject area
· Reflecting on approaches to neuro-affirming pedagogy and continuous provision (new developments aligned with the school development plan) 
· SLT and peer assessments: having the opportunity to offer feedback on each other’s practice
· Clear communication to teaching assistants across sites so that there is coherent understanding of the intentions of the music curriculum and for individual students

Areas of development 
We will support a whole‑school approach to embedding music in meaningful ways within everyday classroom practice. Class teachers and staff will be equipped with the skills and confidence needed to sustain a musical approach to learning across the curriculum, helping to build contingency so that a strong musical culture remains present even without a dedicated music lead. This approach will increase both access to music and its overall impact across the school. We are doing this by developing guidance around continuous provision and how this can best be supported in class and identifying opportunities for music to lead CPD on songs and embedding them in lessons 

Audit: 
	Key Feature from NPME
	Where are we now?
	Where do we want to be?
	How do we get there?
	Further details

	Dedicated weekly music lesson delivered by music specialist


Providing opportunities for students to perform/share music within the school and wider community
	Weekly music lessons for every class lead by music specialist

Delivering rich and broad curriculum reflecting on cultural variety of the school population

Collaboration with number of local institutions and music organisations (Abundance Arts, Live Music Now, Aurora Orchestra, TBMH, Nordoff-Robbins, Blink, RAH) ENO, Live Music Now projects


Creation and delivery of bespoke SEN Music resources by the school music specialists benefitting the school and wider professional community



	Ensuring the quality of music education across all the new school sites is of the same standard

Music performance opportunities embedded in wider curriculum
	An in-school CPD event for staff to be organised and delivered by music specialist – this will ensure maintaining the quality of music education across the school sites








	Identify musical staff within the school and appoint them as music champions in their classes 




Timeline:
· Cross-collaboration to identify and provide performance opportunities within the school at other events
· Partnerships with other cultural institutions (ENO, ENB
· Assessment Trinity College Music Awards
· Deliver whole school CPD – would this be in a weekly staff meeting?





OUTLINE OF CURRICULAR STREAMS:
Informal stream
In music, we provide personalised musical experiences that encourage active engagement and meaningful participation. Guided by the principles of the Equals Curriculum but shaped primarily by each learner’s preferences, music becomes a sensory, communicative, and playful experience. Learners explore sounds, songs, rhythm, and melody in ways that support their wellbeing, allow for spontaneous responses, and help build memory, interaction, and confidence. Staff act as facilitators, adapting pace, choice of music, and activities to meet individual needs, whether through sensory sound exploration or engaging with familiar songs in creative, enjoyable ways. Progress is understood through each learner’s level of engagement and the personal growth shown within these musical encounters.

Semi-formal
Semi-formal learners engage in developing understanding, collaborating, as well as re-arranging and rehearsing, as they are able to build on previous learning and refine and evolve what they’re working. leaners are consciously involved in creative process. Semi-formal learners are familiar with words and melodies of number of songs which they are able to reproduce when prompted. They still benefit from structured lesson and ability to anticipate. Progress is person-centric and has aspects of both lateral and linear progression
Formal:
With our formal learners we’re drawing on elements of National Music Curriculum, exploring more complex elements of musical learning. Students are expected to memorise words and signs for number of songs covered in the lessons, able to play percussive instruments applying correct pulse and dynamics, and able to learn and reproduce simple melodies on tuned instruments as well as engage in simple improvisation using given set of notes and in rhythm. Through conversation and active playing, they are able to compose a piece of music accompanied by words and instrumental arrangement. They are expected and encouraged to perform in front of the school and within wider community, to share their skills and joy of music. Progress is linear but still student centric.
